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From the Rabbi 
 

Several years ago I joined a group of Conservative 

rabbis here in the East Bay, to study and then write 

a book on the role of K’rovei Yisrael in 

Conservative congregations.  The book we wrote 

was entitled A Place in the Tent: Intermarriage and 

Conservative Judaism, a title that I proposed based 

on a quote from the prophet Isaiah, “Enlarge the 

site of your tent, extend the size of your dwelling, 

spare not!  Length the ropes, and drive the pegs 

firm.” (Isaiah 54:2).   

 

In a very important opening chapter, we proposed 

that Judaism had passed through two meta-stories 

into a third.  Our first national story was the Exodus 

from Egypt, when the People of Israel was born.  

Our historical encounter with God who cared 

enough to rescue us from Egypt was the beginning 

of our unique covenant with Adonai, our God.  It 

was this covenant that unified the tribes under 

Joshua during the conquest of Canaan and brought 

the Northern and Southern kingdoms into a single 

nation under Kings David and Solomon.  The 

monarchy divided North and South after that, but 

the covenant with God remained and we were able 

to reunite under King Josiah, survive the 

Babylonian Exile, and return to rebuild the Second 

Temple and the people of Israel. 

 

When we lost our independence to Greece, Rome, 

Byzantium, the Islamic Empire, the Crusaders and 

then the Ottomans, and we remained in the 

Diaspora, we need a new meta-story.  With the 

destruction of the Second Temple a new leadership 

arose among our people, the Sages and the Rabbis.   
 

Continued on page 2 
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From the Rabbi, Cont. from page 1 
 

The meta-story for the Rabbis was the Revelation of 

the Torah at Mt. Sinai.  Now the Torah could unite us 

even as we were scattered around the world.  Halakha 

(rabbinic law), Midrash (rabbinic stories and 

legends), Talmud and Commentaries, could be the 

glue that maintained the covenant of the original 

meta-story.  The covenant was the now layered with 

the Torah laws. 
 

In modern times, we do not feel the same demands of 

the mitzvot, God’s commandments.  Some joke that 

non-Orthodox Jews have the Ten Suggestions instead 

of the Ten Commandments.  But the truth is today 

there is a third meta-story layered on top of the first 

two.   Today, the essence of the covenant and the 

emphasis of Torah law is the story of the Garden of 

Eden.  Humanity was created in the divine image.  In 

the Garden of Eden, there were no nations, no 

religions, just humans.  It is that pre-national, pre-

denominational divine image that makes all humans 

the children of God, all humanity created in the divine 

image. 

In order to be proud of the people of Israel and our 

unique covenant with God, and in order to serve God 

in our unique mode of Torah law, as Jews we must 

see ourselves and every other human being as created 

in the image of God.  That makes modern Judaism 

welcoming and respectful of others, of other religions, 

of other ways of life, of all others.  And especially we 

must open our arms to our own Krovei Yisrael, 

(literally family and friends of Israel/Jewish people).  

At Beth Sholom we are especially proud of our 

enlarged tent, open on all sides to all who want to 

walk before God with us, however we define God and 

whatever our personal relationships with the 

Almighty.   
 

And so I wish you and yours a very happy and 

healthy (secular) new year! 
 

Rabbi Harry A. Manhoff, PHD 

Temple Beth Sholom     

642 Dolores Avenue, San Leandro, CA 94577 

510-357-8505 

 

Sponsoring Onegs 

Please let Rita know (rc3429@aol.com) if you are 
able to sponsor an oneg.  Because of the expense, 
if we do not have a sponsor the oneg will consist 
only of challah, Kiddush, and some cookies.  We 
also need sponsors for the 1st Friday Night 
Shabbat dinners.  This is a great opportunity and it  
does not have to be complicated.  Sisterhood 
pays for kitchen help so you are not alone. 

 

Adult Education- New! 
NEW!! – Tuesdays, 9:35 am: The Zohar 

(Kabbala) - NEW!! 

 

NEW!! - Wednesdays: Noon to 1:30:  "The 

World of Biblical Israel" - bring your 

lunch! 

 

Wednesdays:  1:30 pm:  Talmud Study - 

B'rachot 

 

NEW!! - Fridays:  9:00 am - "The Prophets" 

by Abraham Joshua Heschel  

 

NEW!! Fridays: 10:45 am Jewish History in 

Six Easy Lessons--Graphically Related 

 

Shabbat mornings: 9:00 - Torah Study 

Join the Rabbi with study of the current 

week’s Torah portion. Discussions can 

run the gamut, and you never know to 

what tangent it will go. 

 

 

Do you have a special 

Simcha to Celebrate? 

Sponsor an Oneg! 
 

Sponsoring an Oneg is 

easy!  It is also a great 

way to give recognition 

to a special event.   
 

If you are interested, 

please call the office at 

510-357-8505. 
 

tel:510-357-8505
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Perfumes and Colognes 
 

Please be mindful of 
others.  This 
includes perfumes 
and colognes.  We 
all want to put our 
best foot forward.  
But, please do not 
do so at the expense 
of others.  The 
sanctuary is just 
that - a Sanctuary.  
It is where everyone 

should be able to worship without fear of 
becoming ill.   
 

Please keep this in mind as you prepare to 
attend any event or service.   
 

Many in our congregation suffer greatly 
from migraines or other conditions that 
are exacerbated by perfumes.   
 

Thank you for your cooperation, support, 
and understanding.   

Jewish Family & Children's 

Services of the East Bay  

is proud to have launched their new Home Care for 

Seniors program.  

Information about the 

program can be found here: 

http://www.jfcs-

eastbay.org/homecare.  
 

Serving families in Alameda & Contra Costa 

counties, the program 

provides compassionate, 

professional, reliable, 

and personalized home care 

services for seniors needing 

support in their homes.  

Contact them at: 

homecare@jfcs-eastbay.org 
(510) 684-6009           (925) 949-6151 

 

     We Care Like You Care. 

 

Gersten Torah School and 

Hebrew School Update 
 

We are now back from our winter break and the 

Torah School continues to keep going.  We have 

already had a few of the classes lead services during 

family Shabbat services.  In addition, during Saturday 

services, many of the b’nai mitzvah students who are 

nearing their dates are also assisting with leading the 

services.   
 

Even though each year has a kind of theme, the 

growth of each student is a large focus of the school.  

The teachers all work towards ensuring the students 

learn the prayers, what they mean, why we say them, 

and what order. 

  School Update, page 3 

http://www.jfcs-eastbay.org/homecare
http://www.jfcs-eastbay.org/homecare
mailto:homecare@jfcs-eastbay.org
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Gersten School Update, cont. 
 

We also focus on the holidays, knowing which 

holiday happens when, and its meaning.  Also, on 

Sundays, we teach them Hebrew at their age 

appropriate levels.   
 

We have fun events- cookie making, Tzedakah Golf, 

making Israel out of ice cream…  and then eating it, 

and it all has a focus of keeping learning fun, 

engaging, and meaningful. 
 

On Tuesday, 

from the 

beginning 

Hebrew to the 

b’nai mitzvah 

classes, the 

students focus 

is on the goal 

of becoming a 

productive 

member of our 

congregation.  The progress the students make each  

year is steady and the amount they learn is a great 

deal, thanks to the direction of Rinat Manhoff.   
 

One of the nicest results is how close each of the 

students become to each other, supporting one 

another, and becoming lifelong friends.  If you come 

to Shabbat services on a family Shabbat night, you 

can see it. 

Thank you to you, our congregation, for your support 

of the school! 

 
 

Sponsoring Onegs 
 

Please let Rita know (rc3429@aol.com) if you 

are able to sponsor an oneg.   
 

Because of the expense, if 

we do not have a sponsor 

the oneg will consist only 

of challah, Kiddush, and 

some cookies.   

We also need sponsors for the 

1st Friday Night Shabbat dinners.   
 

This is a great opportunity and it does not have to 

be complicated.  Choose your date today! 

 

Boiler Update! 
We have half of our goal of 
$20,000 for a new boiler.   
We are borrowing funds from the 
Building Fund monies for the 
other half. This means, that within 
a month we hope to have a brand 
new boiler!   
 
Your continued generosity will 
help to make this possible.  We 
need your help to finish covering 
the rest of the cost.  We all want to 
be comfortable during the winter 
months, but due to the boilers 
age, which has lasted about half a 
century, it just isn’t efficient, and 
we need to move now. 
  
Winter is here!  
We all want to 
be comfortable 
when 
attending 
services, and 
we also want 
to be sure the 
Preschool, 
which is an 
integral part of 
the temple, is able to keep the 
preschoolers warm and 
comfortable and in a safe 
environment.   
 

Thank you so much 
for your help to make 
this happen!   

mailto:rc3429@aol.com
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Our Library  
     – It is here for you! 
 

There are lots of new books for all ages, 

including some for parents, toddlers, and 

scholars.  Come into the library!  Visit with 

your family or your teacher.  You'll be able to 

check out books and enjoy them at home.  

Just remember to bring them back so 

someone else can read them. 

 

Speaking of which, I want to thank the 

families who have returned their library 

books!  We do not charge fines, so we 

would love to be able to offer the missing 

books to the next student or family. 

 

If you have an overdue book, please bring 

it back so others can enjoy it!   
 

See you in the library! 
 

 EleanorTandowsky 

   etandowsky@att.net 
 
 

Anyone for a Workshop? 
 

Would you join in?  The purpose of any 

workshops is to build community, rather than 

fundraising.  Each workshop will have Jewish 

content, theme, context whenever possible.   

Even the Zumba class can have that.  After all, 

aren’t our bodies as important as our hearts and 

our worship to God?    

Here are a possible listing of some 

workshops that might interest you.  If you 

are able to think of any other and are 

willing to lead it, let us know!   

 

 

 Challah Baking  

 Stamping (Jewish-themed stamps 
to make greeting cards) 

 Book Reviewing  

 Writing (Shabbat as a theme) 

 Chamsot Decoupage  

 Beading (Jewish star on challah 
cover) 

 Chess Club  

 Zumba Dancing  

 Sewing Club 

 

* Each topic will be for a one-hour session, to be 

located in Zucker Hall on Sunday afternoons. 
 

* Cost is only $18 person, per topic 
 

* Each workshop to be scheduled for 3 weeks 

apart 
 

* Advance reservations and 

payment mandatory 
 

* The class size limit is 

dependent on the instructor, and 

the space available. 
 

Are there any other topics anyone 
might be interested in? 
 

Leaders are still needed.  Are you interested? 

If participants of specific group and instructor 

agree to further sessions, we welcome all!  
 

Stay tuned for more info soon! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:etandowsky@att.net
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Tzedakah Golf – What is 
that??? 
On Sunday,  January 18th, the Torah School 
will be playing Tzedakah Golf.  How do 
you play that?  You incorporate Jewish 
Values and Pee Wee golf!   

 
Each student gets to 
play a full game of 
Pee Wee golf, but, 
with a catch!   
Each hole is 
designated with a 
particular purpose 
that the students all 
decide upon ahead of 
time. 
   

Students are put into groups, and each 
group will play all of the holes, but will not 
all start at the Hole 1.  Some will start at 2, 
3, 4, and so on.  Each will be able to play 
each hole.   
 

How does a designated hole win?   
We will tally up the points each hole 
accumulates.  Whichever one has the least 
amount of strokes is the winner.  So, 
depending on how well each student plays, 
determines on which one wins.   
 

It is a win-win scenario, where the students 
have a blast, their designated fund wins, and 
everyone has a chance to find out about 
each of the charities, in a fun environment.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrate Beth Sholom 
Preschool’s 27 Years 
of Amazing Service 

Sunday, February 8, 2015 

4pm – 7pm 
We are having a silent auction to help 
fundraise for enrichment materials, 

extracurricular activities and the building 
fund. Please join us in supporting our cause. 

 

Childcare will be provided but please RSVP 
along with your ticket purchase.  

 

We will provide a light dinner, and drinks are 
available for purchase. 

 

To purchase tickets please go online:: 
http://tbssanleandro.org/auction2015 

$10 per person per entry ticket 
$5 per raffle ticket entry 

$20 for 5 entries 
 

Prizes include:  Costco cash card, Academy of 
Sciences Passes, Trader Joes prize pack, 

Jewelry from Alphin Jewelers, Coffee baskets, 
Gift certificate to Paradiso and the Englander, 

a large variety of Power tools from Home 
Depot, Disney On Ice family 

prize pack and so much more! 
 

Cash is preferred but we 
can accept checks  
and credit cards. 

SanLeandroBraces.Org 
Invisalign or Braces 

Dr. Supakit & Dr. Carter 
(510) 568-3322 
SLBraces@att.net 
 

http://tbssanleandro.org/auction2015
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New Class from the Rabbi!! 
The Rabbi is offering a new course at Temple 

Beth Sholom, and is set to resume when the 

Rabbi is back on his feet. 

  

Jewish History  
in Six Easy Lessons   
Graphically Related 

 
 

 
 
 

 We are using 3 "text" books:  
 

Stan Mack's The Story of the Jews: A 
4000 Year Adventure 

 

Jack Lefcourt's Four Thousand Years of 
Jewish History:  Then and Now 

 

Marv Wolfman's Homeland: The 

Illustrated History of the State of Israel 
 

 The reviews are beginning to roll in:  
 

    Sounds like comic books –  

           Rita Cohen, President of TBS 
 

The pictures are well done and 

rare at the same time  

   - Julia Child, of blessed memory 
 

I wish history lessons were like this 

when I was in school –  

                                George W. Bush 
  

Order your own books from Amazon,Barnes & 

Noble, or from Afikomen in Berkeley, at 

www.Afikomen.com  

 
 

 
I hope to see you there! 

Save the Date! 
 

Chai Tea Gala  
Sunday, February 28, 2015 

2:00pm 
Served will be tea,  

Truly amazing raffle prizes,  

and scrumptious food! 

We will offer some fabulous 

entertainment for your 

enjoyment too! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you would like to help, please 

email Heidi Kolden at 

hmkolden@gmail.com, or call the 

office.  There are many ways 

anyone can be a part of this event.   

Thank you! 

http://www.afikomen.com/
mailto:hmkolden@gmail.com
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Rabbi Harry A. Manhoff, Ph.D. 

Cantor Linda Hirschhorn, M.A., M.F.C.C. 

Edna S. Vaknin, Preschool Program Director 

Rinat Manhoff, Director of Education 

Christina Crutchfield, Receptionist 

 

******* 

Board of Directors 

• President: Rita Cohen 

First Vice President: Heidi Kolden 

Vice President: Sophie Miron 
 

• Treasurer: Lydia Osias 

• Secretary: Wendy Sachs 

• Trustee: JP & Febra Popoff* 

• Trustee: Jaime Barbieri 

• Trustee: Jerry & Audray Gardner*  

    *  (sharing a vote) 

      Imm. Past President: Kat Wellman 
 

******* 

Look for Temple Beth Sholom San Leandro online at 

http://www.tbssanleandro.org 
 

******* 

We are also in Resource:  A Guide to Jewish Life in 

the Bay Area 2014  

published by the J.  The Jewish News Weekly of 

Northern California 
 

******* 

From the Editor 

The purpose of the Kol is to inform, educate, 

entertain congregants, and to attract other members 

of the Jewish faith or Kro’vei Yisrael to the Temple.  

“Kro’vei Yisrael” are relatives of Jews who express a 

desire for membership in Temple Beth Sholom. 

 

A pamphlet entitled “Ways to Donate” can be found 

in the Temple lobby and on the Temple website 

www.tbssanleandro.org.  

  

Board Meetings are held on the 3
rd

 

Wednesday at 7:30pm, in the Little Shul. 

 

All Members Welcome! 
 

1/21/15  5/20/15 

2/18/15  6/17/15 

3/18/15     7/15/15 

4/15/15  8/19/15 

                     

     

     

 

Kol Sholom 

Is published for its Congregants  

by Temple Beth Sholom 

 

  Send articles to:  kolsholom@tbsssanleandro.org  

or mail them to the Editor at the TBS office. 

Articles are due by the 15th of every other month 

 

Temple Beth Sholom 

642 Dolores Avenue, San Leandro, CA 94577 

Phone: 510.357.8505 Fax: 510.357.1375 

www.tbssanleandro.org 

 

Editor – Heidi Kolden 

Proofreader – Eleanor Tandowsky 

Contributors – Rabbi, Cantor, Rinat Manhoff,  

Edna Vaknin, Eleanor Tandowsky, Rita Cohen,  

Heidi Kolden, Wendy Sachs, Sophie Miron,  

Bernice West, Kat Wellman, and YOU! 

 

Office Hours 

        Monday – Friday, 9am to 1pm  

Saturday and Sunday, Closed 

 

Shabbat Services 

1
st

 Friday night of the Month, Worship services 

begin at 6:30pm, and dinner is at 7:15pm 

 

All other Friday evening services begin 8pm, 

in the Main Sanctuary. 

 

Saturday Morning,  

All Services are located in the Little Shul 

Torah Study begins at 9:00am 

Saturday Morning Worship, 10:00am 

 

Education 

Preschool, Monday through Friday,  

7:30am to 6pm 

 

Education – TBS Gersten Schools 

Torah School, Sundays, 9:30 to Noon 

Hebrew School, Tuesdays, 4 to 6pm 

 

See Page 2 for Adult Education Schedule 

mailto:kolsholom@tbsssanleandro.org
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Kol Sholom Donations   November/December 2014 
 

General Fund 
 

To:                  Message:                                                         From: 
 
                        In loving Memory of my husband Harry Kluger 
                                                                                                 Lila Kluger 

 
                         In Loving Memory of my great aunt Catherine Chessik   
                                                                                                   Ellen Levine 
 
                         In Loving Memory of Roberta Gorelick   
                                                                                                   Rosemary Lake 
 
Lila Kluger        In Loving Memory of Harry Kluger  
                                                                                                   Shirley Edelson 
                                   
                         In Loving Memory of Deborah Adler Cook       Susane & Miles Adler 
 
Rabbi Manhoff         
                         Wishes for a successful recovery                      Ben & Gloria Warwick 
 
Cecel Seeman           
                         In Memory of Al Seeman                                   Ursula Batz 
                                                                                                    
 
Milt Toorans     In Memory of Gerry Toorans                             Ursula Batz 
                                                                           
 
Marv Zinn         In Memory of Cynthia Zinn                                Ursula Batz 
                                                                      

 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 
To:                  Message:                                                           From: 
 
Rabbi Manhoff                       
                       In Gratitude for your participation at Deborah’s memorial service 
                                                                                                 Susane & Miles Adler 

                                                  
 
 Rabbi Manhoff                       
                        To Thank you for your caring, lessons & friendship          
                                                                                                  Maddie Mishelof 
 



 

10 

 

~ Thank you for your support, generosity, ~ 
                    and may you always be a blessing! 
 
        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed items 
to the Alameda County Food Bank Barrels.  

Your contributions help to keep many families 
fed through the winter months, and beyond.   

This is a true mitzvah!  Thank you!! 

Alameda County Food Bank Donations 
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the  

Alameda County Food Bank Drive in November. 

Your donations will be listed in the next issue. 

 
To:                                                     Message:                                                             From: 

 

Armida Schultz                                  In honor of your Birthday                                   Saidian Family 

 

Nancy Gunville                                  In honor of your friendship                                Armida Schultz 

 

Linda Mitchell                                   In honor of your friendship                                 Armida Schultz 

 

Margie McKim                                  In honor of your friendship                                 Armida Schultz 

 

Patty Illingworth                                In honor of your friendship                                Armida Schultz 

 

MaryAnn Iuica                                   In honor of your friendship                                Armida Schultz 

 

Pat Horejsi                                          In honor of your friendship                               Armida Schultz 
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Simcha Events, Celebrations, and Happenings! 
 

TBS Calendar - Upcoming Events for January and February 
 

Fri 
Every 

One! 
Services begin at 8pm, except for the first Friday of the month! 

Sat 
Every 

One! 
Services begin at 10am, in the Little Shul! 

Fri  
Jewish History in Six Easy Lessons – Graphically Related 

Fridays, 10:45am.  Classes to resume shortly 

Fri 1/16/15 
Music Shabbat & Sisterhood Services, Main Sanctuary. Oneg sponsored by Ed & 

Karen Santos, in memory of Karen’s mother, Marlene Katz’s yahrzeit, and Sisterhood 

Sat 1/17/15 Services in Little Shul, Sisterhood Shabbat, and is sponsoring Oneg 

Sun 1/18/15 Torah School, 10-12, At Golfland, in Castro Valley, for Tzedakah Golf 

Wed 1/21/15 Board Meeting in Little Shul, 7:30pm 

Fri 1/23/15 
Friday Night Shabbat Services, Sponsored by Mariano and Olga Mandler in 

honor of their sons, Marcus & Marcello, becoming B’nai Mitzvah. 

Sat 1/24/15 
Saturday Services, Main Sanctuary, 10am, Marcus & Marcello become B’nai 

Mitzvah.  Oneg & Light Lunch following, sponsored by Mariano and Olga Mandler. 

Thur 1/29/15 Annual Ilene Misheloff Walk and Vigil Service.  Details to follow. 

Fri 1/30/15 Friday night services. Will you help sponsor the oneg? 

Sat 1/31/15 Saturday morning services. Will you help sponsor the oneg? 

Tue 2/3/15 Erev Tu B’Shevat 

Wed 2/4/15 Tu B’Shevat 

Fri 2/6/15 

Family Shabbat Service and Dinner 

Worship service at 6:30pm, & dinner served ~7:15pm 

Services led by 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 Grade Torah School Students 

And in honor of Yaniv Pond becoming Bar Mitzvah 

Sat 2/7/15 
Saturday Services, Little Shul, 10am, Yaniv Pond becomes Bar Mitzvah.  Oneg & 

Light Lunch following, sponsored by Orna Tzadok and Dan Pond 

Sun 2/8/15 Gersten Torah School, 9:30-12noon 

Sun 2/8/15 TBS Preschool Auction Event!  See page 6 for more info! 

Fri 2/20/15 
Friday Night Shabbat Services, Sponsored by Elliot and Laura Gorelick in 

honor of their son, Noah, becoming Bar Mitzvah. 

Sat 2/21/15 
Saturday Services, Main Sanctuary, 10am, Noah Gorelic becomes Bar Mitzvah.  

Oneg & Light Lunch following, sponsored by Elliot and Laura Gorelick. 

Sun 2/28/15 

 

TBS Gala  Chai Tea, 2pm, Make reservations now!    
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Mazal Tov to the Upcoming B’nai Mitzvot 

 
 

Marcus and Marcello Mandler 
Friday and Saturday, January 23 and 24, 2015  

Olga and Mariano Mandler  

 

Yaniv Pond 
Friday and Saturday, February 6 and 7, 2015 

Orna Tzadok and Dan Pond 

 

Noah Gorelick 
Friday and Saturday, February 20 and 21, 2015 

Laura Lake and Elliott Gorelick 

Temple Beth Sholom  
642 Dolores Avenue,  
San Leandro, CA 94577 


