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San Leandro  

Hebrew  

Congregation  

~ Since 1886 
 

This is your  synagogue!    

It is here for the community and for 

you,  because of you  !  

- Heidi Kolden, President 
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Oneg Shabbat Needs YouÉOnly Once a Year  

Would you like to help with a Friday evening Oneg Shabbat just once this year?  Please 
volunteer to provide refreshments and help with cleanup on one Friday evening--perhaps for a 
birthday, anniversary, or other special occasion.  A Sisterhood member will help you with details 
and directions.  The following dates are available in February, March, & April:  
  
                               February  12th 
  
                               March 12 
                              

                               March 19th 
  
                               April 23rd 

  
  Please email, telephone, or leave a message in the office for Eleanor Tandowsky. 
The Sisterhood thanks you in advance for your generosity.  etandowsky@att.net  (925)846-9121 

 
! ! !! !" !

Parking near Temple Beth Sholom  

You may have noticed that Dolores Avenue is being repaved.  Due to this, and because we are 
about to start moving forward with the Temple remodel, we are requesting that when you come, 
please try to park in the back parking lot first.  It is also a much safer place to park as hopefully, 
cars wonÕt be whizzing by as you get out of your car!  Just drive past the front, turn right onto 
Bancroft, and right again on Juana, and pull in!   There is a lot of room for you to park there. 
I f you tried it before, but were unable to gain access, it will be much easier to get through now!   

Kol Sholom  

Is published by Temple Beth Sholom, San Leandro, CA 94577, www.tbssanleandro.org 
All articles are due by the 14th of each month: Send articles to: 

 kolsholom@tbssanleandro.org 

Temple Office Hours: Monday Ð Friday 9am to 3pm 
Phone 510-357-8505       Fax 510-357-1375 

 
Heidi Kolden, President, Temple Beth Sholom 

642 Dolores Avenue, San Leandro, CA  94577 
www.tbssanleandro.org 
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Message from the Rabbi :  

From the Rabbi, 
 

What a privilege to serve this congregation.  The generosity of the members of Temple Beth Sholom is 
overwhelming.  We are not the wealthiest of congregations and we are certainly not the largest of synagogue 
families.  But when we began the campaign to remodel the synagogue and the school in order to expand the 
Beth Sholom Preschool and ensure the financial future of Temple Beth Sholom everyone responded generously 
and we are moving on with the first stage by installing a fire suppression/sprinkler system in the very near 
future. 
 

Then the disaster in Haiti struck.  A 7.0 earthquake took more than 100,000 lives and caused billions of dollars 
of destruction.  I am sure that all of you join me in the nachas from the Israelis who immediately sent a hospital 
and rescue teams to search for survivors.  Fortunately and unfortunately, the Israelis are very well trained and 
experienced in search and rescue in destroyed buildings.  It has been ten days since the earthquake struck and 
people are still being pulled out alive from the rubble.  Inevitably, the newscasters mention in a rather matter of 
fact way that the Israelis aided in the rescue.  It is almost as if the American media expects the rescue to be done 
by the Israelis, É who else?   
 

The Israelis set up the first functioning field hospital in Port-Au-Prince.  In the beginning of the disaster relief 
there were more Israeli doctors and nurses working in Haiti than from any other country in the world.  One 
expects trauma rooms and orthopedic surgery, etc. in these temporary hospitals.  But the Israelis also thought of 
everything else and they set up a maternity ward and delivered the first babies born after the quake.  The first 
baby born was named Israel.  The Haitians certainly appreciate the Israeli help and concern. 
             

So the Torah School teachers and students wanted to help.  They decided to send whatever they could raise 
quickly to IsraAid (the Israeli counterpart to USAid).  They wanted to do something.  Our first urge was to have 
a car wash and seek donations for washing the rain spots off of any car willing to turn off of Bancroft to our 
parking lot on Juana Street.  I went out and bought buckets and sponges and terry towels, dragged the 100 foot 
hose from my backyard and scrounged in my garage for a brand-name car wash solution.  We took the donated 
poster board and markers and began to design our signs.  And then the deluge.  We would have been better off 
selling seats on the ark.  When it became apparent that we could not compete with GodÕs car wash, we called 
you through the templeÕs automatic dialing system and offered to wash your car for a $10.00 donation, and not 
to wash your car for $20.00, and finally suggesting (in jest) that you donate $25.00 if God washed your car 
(with rain).  We gave up on the car wash but not on the donations and you responded with an open heart and an 
open hand. 
 

I know that you have just donated and pledged to the remodel project.  I know that you have generously 
supported the annual film festival as sponsors, benefactors and attendees.  And I know that most of you donated 
to Haitian relief individually on the first days following the disaster.  And then, when we asked that you help the 
Torah School children learn this important lesson of tzedakah, the outpouring of love and support was 
wonderful. 
 

What a privilege to serve this congregation.  We are not the wealthiest of congregations and we are certainly not 
the largest of synagogue families.  But the generosity of the members of Temple Beth Sholom is overwhelming. 
  
 Rabbi Harry A. Manhoff, PHD 
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 Please Join the Manhoff Family’s Simcha 

 
Rabbi Harry and Barbara Manhoff would like to invite all of you to the Oneg Shabbat on Friday, February 19th. 
On that night the Rabbi and Barbara would like you to share in their simcha, the engagement of their son, Eitan, 
to Melody Husky.  No gifts please but if you would like to make a donation in their honor to Temple Beth 
Sholom, that would be greatly appreciated. 
  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Purim Celebration 

 
The Purim Megila reading, complete with costumes, alcohol, hamentashen and of course, groggers, will be on 
Saturday evening, February 27th beginning at 7:00 PM.  Everyone, especially our young people should come in 
costume.  (Our rabbi thinks that his costume is always the best.  It is hard to argue with his green dress Vashti, 
or his Elvis Mordecai, oh yeah.  So we challenge you to have a better costume than our kosher HAM.  [HAM = 
H. A. Manhoff])  Adults are strongly encouraged to bring their favorite adult beverages (preferably 18 proof or 
more) and a designated driver.  Our rabbiÕs favorite adult beverage is HeBrew, brewed here in Berkeley (where 
else?).  And donÕt forget our annual hamentashen bake off.  Cantor Hirschhorn is not only an internationally 
celebrated musician; she is also a world famous hamentash taster (if the world were limited to the sanctuary and 
Zucker Hall!).  Asked to judge hamentashen on the HGTV food channel show Cheppeh (Yiddish for ÔnagÕ or 
Ôannoy,Õ it is often mispronounced ÒChoppedÓ), our cantor declined saying Ògentiles donÕt know from a decent 
hamentash chocolate filling.Ó  Try your hand in baking your favorite secret family recipe hamentashen and 
unseating our recent champions Gavri Òthe Hair-manÓ Loeb and Heidi Ôthe Challah BakerÕ Kolden.  Hint: the 
judge loves (let me repeat: loves) dark chocolate. 
 
            All the fun begins at 7:00 PM on Saturday, February 27th. 
 

Join Rabbi ManhoffÕs classes!  
All classes are taught in the Little Shul,  
unless otherwise noted.  
  
Tuesdays Ð 9:00am:  
MaimonidesÕ Guide to the Perplexed  
  
Wednesdays Ð 1:30pm:  
Talmud: Baba Metzia (Civil Law and the responsibilities of guardianship)  
  
Thursdays Ð 12:00pm:  
Lunch & Learn, Mysticism in Western Religions: Judaism  
  
Shabbat morning (Saturdays) Ð 9:00am:  
Torah Study (the parasha, portion for the week)  
  
We are fortunate to have such a scholar and fine teacher for a Rabbi.  
There is always room for another chair at the table.  
   

Join his classes! See you there! 
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If you have not yet met with members of our fund raising committee or with our rabbi, we 
will be calling you in the near future.  Please send your dear Kol Questions to 
www.tbssanleandro.org    ÉÉ.    Subject is: Ask The Board 

 
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""!

 

JEWISH WISDOM: Contributed by Editor: Marvin Zinn     
 
"War never ends war.:---Stephen S. Wise 
 
 "Separate weeds are weak and easily broken; when tied together they are hard to tear apart.."--Midrash. 
 
 "There are eight things of which a little is good, and too much is bad: travel, mating, wealth, work, wine, 
sleep, spiced drinks and medicine."---Talmud 
 
 "Where there are no men,, try to be man." ---Hillel  
 
 "Who is a hero?  He who masters his passions."---Ethics of the Fathers. 
 
 "Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes." ---Isaiah  
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Did you know: by Editor: Marvi n Zinn  

1.  All Jews celebrate Purim on the same day.  True or False. 
 

2.  In what chapter of the megillah is Haman's name first mentioned? 
a)  the first;  b)  the second;  c)  the third;  d)  the fourth. 

 

 3.  Purim takes place on the anniversary of the Jew's military victory.  True or false.   
 

4.  Esther fasted on the day before Purim.   True or false.   
 

5.  Haman was a decendant of which Biblical villain? 
a)  Pharoah;  b)  King Agag;  c)  Balak;  d)  Chedorlaomer, King of Elam. 

 

6. As it is read, the megillah is customarily rolled up, like a Torah.  True or false. 
 

7.  The word 'hamantaschen' come from which language? 
a)  Hebrew;  b)  Aramaic;  c)  Yiddish;  d)  Arabic. 

 

8.  According to the Talmud, which rabbi, upon finding himself on Purim in a small town that didn't 
have a megillah, wrote the whole text from memory? 
a)  Rabbi Akiva;  b)  Rabbi Hillel;  c)  Rabbi Meir;  d)  Rabbi Judah ha-Nasi   

 

9.  According to tradition, what happened to Haman's grandchildren after he and his ten sons were 
hanged? 
a) they were hanged as well;  b)  they fled from Shushan;  c)  they went blind;  d)  they 
converted to Judaism. 

 

10.  The talmudic tractate that is devoted to Purim is called--------. 
a) Megillah;  b)  Grager;  c)  Hammantasch;  d)  Adloyada.  

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Perceptions of Jews by Renowned Gentiles................. continued… 
#3  "It was in vain that we locked them up for several hundred years behind the walls of 

the Ghetto. No sooner were their prison gates unbarred than they easily caught up with 

us, even on those paths which we opened  up without their aid."  -A. A. Leroy Beaulieu, 

French publicist, 1842 

THE THIRTEEN PRINCIPLES OF FAITH  
Maimonides (Rambam) 1138-1204 
 
1.  I believe with perfect faith that G-d is the Creator and Ruler of all things.  He 
alone has made, does make, and will make all things. 
 
 2.  I believe with perfect faith that G-d is One.  There is no unity that is in anyway 
like His.  He alone is our G-d-He was, He is, and He will be.   

TO BE CONTINUED IN THE NEXT KOLÉ.  

A
N

S
W

E
R

S
: 

1.  false   2.  C
 3.  F

alse   4. 
 false   5.  B

   6.  F
alse    

7.  C
   8. C

  9. D
   10.  A
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TO: Lord, Our G-d, King of the Universe 
FROM: The Jews,      SUB: Termination of Our Special Status as The Chosen People 

=================================================== 
As you are aware, the contract made between you and Abraham is up for renewal, and this memorandum is to 
advise you that after, yea, those many millennia of consideration, we've decided not to renew.  We should point 
out immediately that there is nothing in writing and, contrary to popular beliefs, we have not really benefited too 
much from this arrangement. 
 
If you go back to the early years of our arrangement, it definitely started off on the wrong footing. Not only was 
Israel and Judea invaded almost every year, but we went to enormous expense to erect, not one but two, 
Temples and they were both destroyed. Of course, you know all this, but we  feel it's a good thing to account for 
all the reasons we wish to terminate the contract. 
  
After the Hittites, Assyrians, etc., not only were we beaten up almost daily, but then we were sold off as slaves to 
Egypt (of all countries), and really lost a few hundred years of development.  Now we realize that you went to a 
great deal of trouble to send Moses to lead us out of Egypt ; and those poor Egyptian buggers were smitten with 
all those plagues. But, reflecting on those years, we are at a loss to understand why it took almost 40 years to 
make a trip that El Al now does in 45 minutes. 
  
Also, while not appearing to be ungrateful, Moses did lead us to the left instead of to the right at Sinai! To the 
only place in the middle east without any oil. And with water that is controlled by Jordan and Syria.  Oy, if only 
he had stopped to ask directions. OK, so the mineral rights were not a part of the deal, but then the Romans 
came and we were really up to our necks in dreck. 
  
While it's true the Romans did give us water fit to drink, aqueducts, and baths, it was very disconcerting to walk 
down one of the vias, look up, and see one of your friends or family nailed to a three-by-four looking for all the 
world like a sign post.  Even one of our princes, Judah ben Hur, got caught up with Roman stuff and drove like 
a crazy man around the Coliseum. It's a funny thing, but many people swore that Ben Hur had an uncanny 
resemblance to Moses -- go figure. 
  
Then, of all things, one of our most up-and-coming carpenters (he did great work, real cheap) declared himself 
your son (there was nothing said like this about Abe) and before we knew what was what, a whole new religion 
sprang up.  To add insult to injury, we were dispersed all over the world two or three times while this new goy 
(oops, guy) really caught on. We were truly sorry to hear that the Romans executed him like so many others, but 
-- and this will make you laugh -- once again we were blamed. 
 
Couldn't someone else be chosen, maybe just once? 
  
Now here's something we really don't understand. That guy, Jesus Christ, really came into his own. Millions of 
people revered and worshipped his name and scriptures -- and still killed us by the millions. They claimed we 
drank the blood of newborn infants, controlled the world banks, operated the world's media, etc. Are we 
beginning to make our point here? 
 
So let's fast forward a few hundred years to the Crusades. Hoo Boy! Again, we were caught in the middle. They, 
the Lords and Knights, came from all over Europe to smack the Arabs and open up the holy places, but before 
we knew what hit us, they were killing us along with everyone else. Every time a King or a Pope was down in the 
opinion polls, they called for a Crusade or Holy War (today they're called a Jihad), and went on a killing 



 

!
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rampage in our land. 
  
So, you tested us a little here and there, but some bright cleric in Spain came up with the Inquisition. We all 
thought it was a new game show, but once again we and quite a few others were used as firewood for a whole 
new street lighting arrangement in major Spanish cities. All right, that ended after about a hundred years or so -- 
in the great scheme of things not a long time. 
  
But every time we settled down in one country or another, they kicked us out. We wandered around a few 
hundred years or so, but it never changed. Finally we settled in a few countries, but they insisted we all live in 
ghettos, while the Russians came up with Pogroms. We all thought they made a spelling mistake and misspelled 
"programs," but we were dead wrong (very dead wrong).  Apparently, when there was nothing else to occupy 
their time, killing Jews was the in thing to do. 
  
Now comes the really tough noogies. We were doing quite well, thank you, in a small European country called 
Germany , when some housepainter wrote a book, said a few things that caught on and became their leader. Oh 
boy! What a bad day that was for us -- your Chosen People (by now, you must be getting the drift of this e-
mail?).. We really didn't know where you were in the earth years 1933 to 1945. We know everyone needs a 
break now and then; even the Lord God Almighty needs some time off. 
 
But, when we needed you most, you were never around. You are probably aware of this, but if you have 
forgotten, over six million of your Chosen People, along with millions un-chosen others were murdered in cold 
blood. They even made lampshades out of our skins! Look, we don't want to dwell on the past, but it gets worse. 
 
Here we are, it's 1948, and millions of us are displaced again, when you really pull a fast one. We finally get our 
own land back! Yes, after all these years, you arrange for us to go back. Then all the Arab countries immediately 
declare war on us. We have to tell you that sometimes your sense of humour eludes us. 
  
So, we win all the wars, and we're now in a new century, but nothing's changed. We keep getting blown up, 
hijacked and kidnapped. We have no peace whatsoever.  Enough is enough. We hope you understand that 
nothing's forever (except you, of course), and we respectfully would like to pull out of our verbal agreement vis a 
vis being your Chosen People. Look, sometimes things work out, sometimes they don't. Let's be friends over the 
next few eons and see what happens. 
  
Meanwhile, how about this idea? We're sure you recall that Abraham had a whole other family from Ishmael 
(the ones who got the oil).  How about making them your chosen people for a few thousand years? 
 
Respectfully yours, 
The Jews 

Contributed By Editor: Marvin Zinn  
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Four Jewish brothers left home for college, and eventually, they became successful doctors and 
lawyers -- and prospered. *!! 

Some years later, they chatted after having dinner together. They discussed the gifts that they were 
able to give to their elderly mother, who lived far away in another city. !! 

The first said, 'I had a big house built for MamaÕ. !! 

The second said, I had a hundred thousand dollar theatre built in the house. !! 

The third said, 'I had my Mercedes dealer deliver her a SL 600 with a chauffeur.'!! 

The fourth said, 'Listen to this.  You know how Mama loved reading the Torah and you know she 
can't anymore because she can't see very well. I met this Rabbi who told me about a parrot that can 
recite the entire Torah. It took twenty rabbis 12 years to teach him. I had to pledge to 
contribute!!$100,000 a year for twenty years to the temple, but it was worth it. Mama just has to name 
the chapter and verse and the parrot will recite it.'! !! 

The other brothers were impressed. After the holidays Mama sent out her Thank You notes. ! 

She wrote: Milton -- Bubbileh, the house you built is so huge, I live in only one room, but I have to 
clean the whole house. Thanks anyway, Milton   

-- Mine Sheyne Kindele, I am too old to travel. I stay home. I have my groceries delivered, so I never 
use the Mercedes and the driver you hired is a Nazi. The thought was good.  Thanks, Meacham.  

Ð Tataleh, you give me an expensive theatre with Dolby sound, it could hold 50 people, but all my 
friends are dead. I've lost my hearing and I'm nearly blind. I'll never use it. Thank you for the gesture 
just the same. !! 

Dearest Melvin --you were the only son to have the good sense to give a little thought to your gift. 
The chicken was delicious!! 

 

Contributed by Editor: Marvin Zinn  

 

 

! ! !! !" !

Temple Beth Sholom is now on Facebook and Twitter  

Temple Beth Sholom is now on facebook ( http://www.facebook.com/#/group.php?gid=248615443805 
<http://www.facebook.com/?gid=248615443805#/group.php> ) 

 and twitter ( http://twitter.com/SanLeandroShul <http://twitter.com/SanLeandroShul> )  
!
!
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EAST BAY JEWISH FORUM RETURNS TO TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM!!  
  
On Thursday, February 18th, East Bay Jewish Forum (formerly MID) meets in the Little Shul for 
the first of six programs.  There are EBJF brochures in the temple lobby.  Come for coffee and a 
nosh at 9:45am; the programs begin at 10:00am.    Speakers and their topics are : 
  

February 18th--- Ken Blady, Historian & Lecturer: Was the First "Leprecohen" Jewish?  A History 
of the Jews of Ireland 
  

 February 25th-- Ken Blady, Historian & Lecturer: Synagogues Among Minarets:  Jews of the 
Ottoman Empire 
  

March 4th--- Riva Gambert, Jewish Community Federation of the Greater East Bay: Movies, 
Morality, & the Hollywood Industry 
  

March 11th---Rabbi Steven Chester, Temple Sinai: The Jews of Cuba 
  

March 18th---Riva Gambert, Jewish Community Federation of the Greater East Bay: Screening & 
Discussion of the Film "Passover Fever" 
  

March 25th---Tomer Zur, Shaliach, Jewish Community Federation of the Greater East Bay: Inside 
the IDF: One Soldier's Story 
  

Rabbi Manhoff will teach "Lunch & Learn" at noon following each program, excepting March 4th. 
Join us for these stimulating, educational, and thought-provoking programs. 

Eleanor Tandowsky, Co-Chair, EBJF 
  

! ! !! !" !

Dear KOL 
Dear Kol,    
Why is the holiday called Purim?  Signed: Esther 
 

Dear Esther,  
Haman wanted to determine the day on which he intended to massacre the Jews. He cast a PUR, a Persian 
word for "lot".   
 

Dear Kol,  
How come the usual holiday prohibitions such as riding and working do not apply to Purim?  Signed, Curious 
 

 Dear Curious, 
Because Purim is not mentioned in the Torah.  It is really minor holiday. 
 

 Dear Kol,  
Is it true that the name of G-d is not mentioned in the entire book of Esther?  Signed, Hard to Believe 
 

Dear HTB,  
The Book of Esther was written in the form of a scroll and was sent out as a letter to all the outlying 
districts of Persia.  The name of G-d was omitted lest the letter be desecrated.  
 

Contribute any questions that you are curious about toÒDear KOL Ó.  They will be answered as best  
they can.  Joneshorton08@gmail.com 



 

!
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Our Roots go DeepÉOur Tree Stump Roots, that isÉ  
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Idle Thoughts: by M arvin Zinn  

 I saw a most interesting movie in which the main character's job is to fire people, thus removing the 
stigma from immediate superiors who escape this execrable task.  The person to be released is given 
some hope for the future, a pamphlet, and a pat on the back for a job well done and apologies for the 
necessity.  It's a very sad procedure, but it's honest.  I personally was disingenuously removed as 
editor of the Kol after having served 15 years as its editor.  No one bothered to tell me that I was past 
tense.    It's the way in which it was done that rankles, but I enjoy working with the new editor who 
succeeded me.  All is forgotten, but not forgiven.  
 

Dear Marvin:  the mistake was mine and genuine, as I misunderstood my role as the KOL 
designer and pretentiously called myself the editor with no one giving me that role.  As you 
submit most of the articles, research and knowledgeÉ I do not succeed you but feel honored 
to now be a team with you.  I donÕt have the background to be the editorÉjust the designerÉ 
which I enjoy -Jennifer 
   

! ! !! !" !
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Bar/Bat MitzvahÕs  

We want to honor all the Bar and Bat Mitzvahs of 2010 and we need your help.  If the student wants to write 
a few words about their upcoming event and submit a photo we would be honored!  Please submit to: 

joneshorton08@gmail.com 
!

! ! !! !" !

Make Change for the High Holiday Flowers  

!

Literally.  We encourage everyone in the 
congregation to set up a collection box at home 
for spare change.  Bring it to the TBS office 
and add it to the TBS collection box.  The 
change will be deposited and set aside for the 
purchase of High Holiday flowers, which we all 
enjoy and which proclaim how grateful we are 
for another year.  The money that Sisterhood 
collects at our General Meetings through the 
Tzedakah Box is dedicated to the HHD flowers, 
as well. 

!

!

!

!

!
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8 th  Annual Film Festival  
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Comedy  

DINING IN A  JEWISH HOUSE IN THE OLD DAYS : Some memories are made of this . . . 
 

I actually remember my Bubbie with the sugar cube between her teeth, and, of course, eating 
schmaltz on bread. I could only send this to very few people. Most would not have a clue...they have 
missed out.   I'm taking it upon myself to help out all you frantic housewives out there with 
wonderful menus that will lead your children to a healthy, happy, and loving family unit as I knew it 
in my childhood. 
  

 First, buy a housecoat (schmata) and wear it all day, every day. Then go out and buy a live chicken, 
carry it wrapped in a news paper to the shoochet (slaughterer) who will ritually slaughter it before 
your very eyes. When you get it home, flick (pluck) your chicken and make sure you don't leave in 
any pinches (feather ends). 
  

Next, go out and buy a four-foot-long carp with huge whiskers. Fill your bathtub with water and let 
the fish swim in it for several days.  In the meantime, roll up your Berber broadloom, and remove it 
from the living room, polish the hardwood floors, cover them in newspaper, cover your couch in clear 
plastic, or floral slip covers, and don't let anyone into your living room again ....unless they are 
"company." 
  

Now you're a real balabusta which is a term of respect used for an efficient Jewish housewife and the 
essence of your universe is in the kitchen. So get out your wooden matches, light the pilot light, get 
out the volgar holtz (wooden bowl), hock the tzibbeles (chop the onions) and knubble (garlic), and 
we're Jewish again. 
  

Before we start, however, there are some variations in ingredients because of the various types of 
Jewish taste (Litvack and Gallitziana).  Just as we Jews have six seasons of the year (winter, spring, 
summer, fall, slack, and busy), we all focus on a main ingredient which, unfortunately and 
undeservedly, has disappeared from our diet. I'm talking, of course, about SCHMALTZ (chicken! 
fat)! Schmaltz has for centuries been the prime ingredient in almost every Jewish dish. 
  

Let's start, of course, with the forshpeiz (appetizer).. Gehockteh layber (chopped liver) with 
schmaltz and tzibbeles (onion) is always good, but how about something more exotic for your dear 
ones, like boiled whitefish in yoyech (gel). Or gefilteh miltz (stuf fed spleen), in which the veins are 
removed, thank God, and it's fried in -- you guessed it-- schmaltz, bread crumbs, eggs, onions, salt 
and pepper.   Love it! 
  

Am I making your mouth water yet? Then there are greebenes, which are pieces of chicken skin, 
deep-fried in schmaltz,onions and salt until crispy brown - often referred to as Jewish bacon (this 
makes a great appetizer for the next cardiology convention).   Another favorite, and I'm sure your 
children will love it, is pe'tcha (jellied calves feet). Simply chop up some cows' feet with your 
hockmesser (chopper), add some meat, onions, lots of garlic, schmaltz (yes, again), salt and 
pepper,cook for five hours, and let it sit overnight.. 
 

There's also a nice chicken fricassee (s stew) using the heart, gorgl (neck), pipick (the navel, a great 
delicacy, given to the favorite child, usually me), a fleegl (wing) or two, some ayelech (little 
premature eggs) and other various chicken innards, in a broth of schmaltz, water, paprika. We also 
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have knishes (filled dough) and the eternal question:   "Will I have liver, beef, potatoes, or all three? 
  

Other time-tested favorites are kishkeh, and its poor cousin, helzel (chicken or goose neck). Kishkeh 
is the gut of the cow, bought by the foot at the kosher butcher. It's turned inside out, scalded and 
scraped.  One end is sewn up and a mixture of flour, schmaltz (you didn't think we'd leave that out), 
onions, eggs, salt, pepper, etc., is spooned into the open end and squished down until it is full. Then 
that end is sewn, and the whole thing is boiled. Yummy! 
 

My personal all-time favorite pastime is watching my Bubby (Grandma) munch on boiled chicken 
feet. Try that on the kinderlach.(children)  Well, we've finally finished the forshpeiz.   Don't tell me 
you're full because there's plenty to come.   For our next course, we always had chicken soup with 
pieces of yellow-white, rubbery chicken skin floating in a greasy sea of lokshen (noodles), farfel 
(broken bits of matzoh), arbiss (chickpeas), lima beans, pietrishkeh, onions, mondlech (soup nuts), 
knaydlach (dumplings), kasha, (groats) kliskelech and marech (marrow bones). 
  

 The main course, as I recall, was either boiled chicken, flanken, kackletten (hockfleish--chopped 
meat), and sometimes rib steaks which were served either well done, burned, or cremated. 
Occasionally, we had barbecued liver done to a burned and hardened perfection in our own coal 
furnace.   Since we couldn't have milk or any dairy products (milchiks) with our meat meals 
(flayshiks), beverages consisted of cheap pop (Kik, Dominion Dry, seltzer in the spritz bottles), or a 
glezel tay (glass of hot tea) served in a yahrtzeit (memorial) glass, and sucked through a sugar cube 
held between the incisors. 
  

 Desserts were probably the only things not made with schmaltz, so we never had any.....unless it was 
flummen (cooked prunes) Mama never learned how to make schmaltz Jell-O.   Well, now you know 
the secret of how I've grown up to be so tall, sinewy, slim and trim, energetic, extremely clever and 
modest, and if you want your children to grow up to be like me, you're gontze meshuggah 
(completely nuts)!   Oh yes, don't forget the loud greps (belch) - the louder the better -- at the end of 
the meal as you unbutton or unzip your pants. It's often the best part of the repast. 
  

 Zei mir gezunt (be well)....and order out ChineseÉ  
 

Contributed by Editor: Marvin Zinn  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

An English Jewish couple won twenty-million pounds on the lottery. They immediately set out to begin a life of 
luxury. They bought a magnificent  mansion in Knightsbridge and surrounded themselves with all the material 
 wealth imaginable. Then they decided to hire a butlerÉ  
   

They found the perfect butler through an agency, very proper and very British, and brought him back to their 
home. The day after his arrival, they instructed him to set up the dining room table for four, as they were 
inviting the Cohens to lunch. The couple then left the house to do some shopping. 
  

When they returned, they found the table set for eight. They asked the butler why eight, when they had 
specifically instructed him to set the table for four.  The butler replied, "The Cohens telephoned and said they 
were bringing the Blintzes and the Knishes."     
 

Contributed by: Arlene Hazelkorn 
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We have come so far in our fundraising 

thanks to the generous support of the 

following people.  

By the way… this is even better than it looks because this is 

all in the thousands!!!! 
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Donations Ð How to:  

 For donations made online, please follow the instructions on this page: 
http://www.tbssanleandro.org/donate.html  
  
For donations made by check, please note the designated fund in the memo portion of your check, and 
please also include any message you wish to accompany your donation.  
  
Below please find an overview of available funds:   
¥ General - For Temple operations.  
¥ Rabbi's Tzedakah - Enables Rabbi to meet the needs of personal & organizational requests.  
¥ Library - Purchase new materials.  
¥ Marvin Weinreb - Enhance Jewish Education.  
¥ Friends of Torah School - Purchase educational supplies.  
¥ Zucker Memorial - Provides for an annual lecture.  
¥ Cantor’s Music - Enrichment of musical programming.  
¥ Prayer Book - Appropriately inscribed bookplate is included in prayer book.  
¥ Al Mooney (Little Shul) - Refurbishment and ongoing maintenance.  
¥ Adult Education - To facilitate delivery of Adult Education.  
¥ Sam & Ann Schoenfeld Book Repair - Repairing and preserving our books & bibles.  
• Jacob & Lena Ponsky - Helps to subsidize the participation of families in dinners, workshops and 
various other programs for learning about Jewish heritage.   
¥ Sisterhood - (Mail directly to Sisterhood).  
¥ Sam Weiss - Beautification of TBS landscaping.  
¥ Rena Slavsky Holocaust - Support programs.  
¥ Al Maisler Torah - Repair Torah   
¥ Capital Campaign 

!
!

!

 
In response to our challenging economic climate, the Jewish Community Federation of the Greater 
East Bay & The Jewish Community Foundation  have distributed $60,000 to East Bay 
congregational rabbis to provide economic assistance to individuals and families in need.  This urgent 
funding initiative supports our mission to help those in need locally and around the world. 
!

!
!
!
!
!
!



 

!

 

!

 

!
February, 2010  Vol. 22, no. 9  14 Chesvan, 5770  

!

Kol Sho lom  "!The!Voice !of Temple Beth Sho lom !

!
#O!

! ! !! !" !

Slater Memorial Library &  Weinreb Learning Center  

 There are many new books--both children's and adults' titles--in our library.  They are now 
cataloged and ready to check out and enjoy.  Here are brief reviews of a few of them: 
  

 CRIMINAL KABBALAH  by L.W. Raphael: Twelve top authors bring you stories presenting the 
complexities of modern Jewish life against a backdrop of crime and deception--with a bit of humor.  
  

SAN LEANDRO  by Cynthia V. Simons: Lots of information and photos concerning the history of 
the city.  See pages 38 and 80 for Temple Beth Sholom's picture and mention of one of our early 
members. 
  

HIDDEN HERITAGE:THE LEGACY OF THE CRYPTO -JEWS by Janet L. Jacobs:  
Fascinating study of those European Jews forced to convert to Christianity during the Spanish 
Inquisition..  Many of them have discovered their true ancestry, and the book includes interviews 
with more than fifty of them. 
  

BUSINESS MENSCH  by Noah Alper: The founder of NoahÕs Bagels writes a practical and 
spiritual guide to help aspiring business people and entrepreneurs find success and satisfaction in 
their work.  Hint:  He used Talmud and Pirke Avot to form his seven principles of "menschhood". 
[Our copy is autographed!] 
  

THE SAME SEA  by Amos Oz: A novel about an elderly widower, the ghostly presence of his 
recently-departed wife, his son off to Tibet --to lose or find himself- and the son's young girlfriend 
who flirts with the father.  One reviewer calls it "surprising, heartbreaking, funny, and sensuous." 
  

The library also contains a wonderful collection of autobiographies and memoirs written by our own 
members, past and present.  I've just added Family Sketches by Mary Spack,  Ilene Weinreb's 
mother, and Observations of an Innocent Bystander by Heinz Max Heilborn, a delightful collection 
of poetry.  We also own memoirs by both Don and Stan Felson and Georgie Brooke.  Amazing how 
much talent exists in our congregation!! 

See you in the library! Eleanor Tandowsky  etandowsky@att.net  (925)846-9121 
  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------!

HagbaÕat Ruach  

Hagba'At Ruach meets every Friday at 3:30 P.M. in the sanctuary. 
We have been practicing our warm up, meditation and qi gung practice of 64 movements together 
for more than 3 years and seem to always feel better after the practice.  We speak about our 
physical body, mental and spiritual well-being. At the close of our session we have a check out 
where we express how focused or relaxed or enlightened we feel. We all seem to always feel 
better than when we began. The practice is modified for those who need to walk or sit or stand 
with help. This practice is about freeing up blocks in the physical body by "lifting the energy" and 

allows us to relax and recover from daily stress.  join u s.   Taught by Sondra Schwartz.  

Our goal is to practice daily. 
! ! !! !" !
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Upcoming Events  

Saturday, February 20, 2010: 7:30 pm to 9:00pm: 
 

Second Annual Temple Beth Sholom Talent/Variety Show 
!

"#!$%&#!'()#!*(+,#-./001!2%0#+2#,!.(03'!(/2!2$#-#4!!
%+,!%.2#-!'##5+6!2$#!'7#82%8/0%-!%--%1!(.!2%0#+2!0%'2!1#%-4!!
9(/!,(!+(2!*%+2!2(!)5''!2$5'!#&#+2:!
!!
Temple Beth Sholom, Zucker Hall 
642 Dolores Avenue, San Leandro, CA 94577 
  
Admission price:    $10 for adults 
$5 for children between 5-12 years old 
Free for children under 5 years old 
 

Contact Sondra Schwartz for all your questions about the Talent Show, and to register as a 
performer. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

February 27, 2010 
Purim Spiel and Megillah Reading and our Annual Hamantaschen Bake-Off 
With or illustrious Cantor as Judge (psst! She loooves Dark Chocolate)(but not with peanut butter) 
(Fun Prizes to be awarded for the best from an adult category, and one fun prize for a child category) 
  

Sunday, February 28, 2010 
Our Purim Carnival!  Torah School kids and the Preschool will both create a fun. Magical, and 
magnificent event for young of all ages! 
 

Saturday, April 24, 2010 
 Texas Hold’em Tournament Event!   Come nosh, play and enjoy!  Will have raffle prizes as well! 
  

Friday, March 26, 2010 
Special event!  Annual Zimriyah! 
 

 Friday, March 26, 2010 and Saturday, March 27, 2010 
Harley Finberg will become a Bar Mitzvah! 
  

Tuesday, March 30, 2010 
Passover Congregational Seder:  Afikomen prizes for kids!  More details to come soon! 
  

Friday, April 9, 2010 and Saturday, April 10, 2010 

Nate Tandowsky will become a Bar Mitzvah! 

There are lots more events as well, so stay tuned! 

! ! !! !" !



 

!

 

!

 

!
February, 2010  Vol. 22, no. 9  14 Chesvan, 5770  

!

Kol Sho lom  "!The!Voice !of Temple Beth Sho lom !

!
0#!

! ! !! !" !

Organic Cooking Classes with Chef Barry Horton  

Come Join Chef Barry Horton in a handÕs on cooking course. 
 

It would be a total of 6 classes, each about 2 Ð 2.5 hours starting at or basic skills, cooking,  
and including a sit down tasting.  This course will include:  basic knife skills and techniques, preparation and 

understanding of soups, salads/dressings, Hot and Cold Appetizers, grains and Legumes, Desserts and will 
conclude with a feast for a Friday Oneg prepared by you!!!!!  All foods will be organic, sustainable and vegan. 

 
The First Class will begin on March 4 at 5:30pm, then continue on March 11, March 18, March 25, April 8, and 

together as a group we will utilize our skills for the April 16 family musical Oneg. 
Offered to you at a special rate of $25.00 a class/$150.00 for the course  

At Temple Beth Sholom.  
Space is limited to 8 persons.  Call to reserve your spot: 510-917-0190 

 

Sisterho od  

Annual Sisterhood Shabbat  

The Annual Sisterhood Shabbat, on Friday January 15th and Saturday January 16th was a huge success, 
thanks to everyone who participated, including those friends and family who joined us to honor the women 
who have been members of Sisterhood for 50 years or more.  The Sisterhood hosted a special oneg on Friday 
and a delicious lunch following the Saturday service.  As usual, the food and desserts were tremendous. 

Thank you to everyone who worked hard to make this event a success. 

Chefs, Cooks, Bakers, Kitchen Mavens and Sponsors 

Ursula Batz, BJ Borris and Arlene Hazelkorn, Rita Cohen, Fran Herts, Heidi Kolden, Merle Manning, 
Dorothy Miller, Barbara and Herbert Nagel, Anita Osofsky, Robin Padilla, Armida and Harley Schultz, 
Loretta Siegel, Eleanor Tandowsky, Gerry Toorans, Carolyn Vollmer, Ilene Weinreb and Sam Mesnick, Roz 
Weiss, and Bernice West. 

Readers 

Ursula Batz, BJ Borris, Helen Brenner, Rita Cohen, Harley Finberg, Heidi Kolden, Merle Manning, Sophie 
Miron and Miriam Loeb, Adrienne Mannis, Barbara Nagel, Robin Padilla, Erlda Parker, Cheryl Redmond, 
Loretta Siegel, Eleanor Tandowsky, Carolyn Vollmer, Ilene Weinreb and Sam Mesnick, Bernice West, and 
Mimi and Marvin Zinn.  

Special thanks to Cantor Hirschhorn and Rabbi Manhoff.  

Please forgive me if I have failed to acknowledge your support and participation.  
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Sisterhood , continued  

Rebuild, Repair, and Revitalize 

The Torah portion (for Jan 16th) describes the signs and wonders that God invokes to show how powerful He 
is.  They demonstrate GodÕs supreme power proving that the Creator of the universe controls even the most 
powerful of rulers.  God is talking to us as a community.  He promises to help us overcome our adversaries if 
we follow His bidding.  If we donÕt, we suffer the consequences. 

Our community has accepted the challenge to rebuild the Temple and ourselves. 

We are: 

" Expanding the Preschool 
" Freeing up Zucker Hall and the stage 
" Relocating the library to a more accessible 

location (on the first floor) 
" Modernizing the Judaica Shop 
" Bringing the building up to code 
" Fixing the pathway in the backyard 
" Modernizing the electricity, fire and 

sprinkler systems 

" Adding more security 
" Replacing windows 
" Updating locks and fences 
" Repairing (or removing) whatever is 

broken 
" Landscaping 
" Painting the exterior 

 

At the same time we are making changes to the buildings, we are going to focus our attention on attracting 
new members and retaining current members.  We need ideas on what programs are needed.  Can we 
revitalize the MenÕs Club, the Youth Activities Commission, and Simchat Chai?  Every one of us can help Ð 
man, woman, and child.  We need ideas, telephoners, advertisers, cooks, bakers, workers, leaders, participants, 
and supporters.  Help find and write grants.  Find vendors who are reliable and will give us good prices.  
Volunteer to write articles for the KOL.  We are going to revitalize the Board of Directors, the Constitution, 
and Bylaws.  Volunteer to be part of that effort. 

We are also joining the world of technology with a group Facebook account and a ÒblogÓ.  These are other 
ways to reach young people and others who rely on technology to research, network and communicate. 

Everyone can do something.  When we introduce an event Ð get involved.  Take back the Temple.  Bring your 
family and friends to Temple.  Be a leader of a committee.  Be a member of a committee. 

Rebuild the Temple. 

Shabbat Shalom. 

Rita Cohen 

Post Script.  Roz Weiss and Ursula Batz rightly reminded me that many folks donÕt have a computer or if they do, they might 
not read their mail every day.  We agreed to work on a once-a-month mailing with event information. 
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Temple Beth Sholom Board Meeting  
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   Aaron           Molly Larabee, Administration   

     Metals  

 Buyers of Scrap Metal  

www.aaronmetals.com 

molly_larabee@aaronmetals.com 
 

 

750   105th Avenue                     Phone:  569-6767 
Oakland, CA 94603-6304              Fax: 569-8970 
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On behalf of the staff and Board of Director of Jewish family and Jewish services of the East Bay, thank 
you for making a difference in our community through your November 12, 2009 gift of 500.00 to 
project Ezra.  
 
Inspired by the Jewish values of compassionate action and communal responsibility, JFCS/East bay has 
been delivering vital mental health and social services to Alameda and Contra Costa County families, 
Childre, elders, Holocaust survivors and refugees over one hundred and thirty years.  Providing services 
to people of all affiliations, races, and backgrounds, JFCS/East BayÕs long tradition of caring directly 
impacts the lives of more than 12,000 East Bay residents each year. 
 
Again, please accept our sincere gratitude for your contribution to project Ezra and fr your role in 
making our work possible.   
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Many Thanks for your generous 
support. 

;#U2AA&#X233B#H2"%1??#
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Shalom uvacha, may you be blessed with peace!  I want to take this opportunity to tahnk you for your 
generous donation of $500.00 to the Adult Education Fund. 
 
Our tradition teaches that the Mitzvah of Tzedakah is as essential as all of the other commandments,  
when you generously support our synagogue, you are contributing both to the Jewish community of the 
East Bay and to the future of Jewish people.  We thank you sincerely for your kindness and for your 
commitment to the value of Judiasm.   
 
May G-d bless you as you grow from strength to strength. 
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Rates for Advertisement Newsletter and Yearbook 
 

Size of ad 1 time in 

newsletter 
Newsletter only/year 

 

  

1/8 page 

(bus card 

size) 

36.00 200.00   

     

! page 54.00 350.00   

     

" Page 90.00 500.00   

     

Whole 

Page 

180.00 775.00   

!

 !

!

Temple Office Hours: Monday Ð Friday 9am to 3pm 
Phone 510-357-8505       Fax 510-357-1375 
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Lo ve of February  

Want to add a 
submission to the 
temple bulletin É 

Send me  

Photographs,  

Letters,  

Comments,  

Opinions,  

Temple news,  

Events, 

Congregant news  

Births, 

Graduations,  

Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 

Wedding,  

Engagement 

to: 

Looking forward to 
hearing from you! 

K.LM5.$3.(&$%&A5AL$

OY GEVALT 
 Evening Prayers 

 
 When young David was asked by his father to say the evening prayer, he 

 realized he didn't have his head covered...so he asked his little 
 brother Henry to rest a hand on his head until prayers were over. Henry 

 grew impatient after a few minutes and removed his hand. 
 The father said, "This is important...put your hand back on his head!" 

 to which Henry exclaimed, "What, am I my brother's kipah?" 

Contributed by: Arlene Hazelkorn 
 
 


